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No one will deny that there are
many sacred rivers in many places of
pilgrimages or that the idols of deities
are made of clay and stone in many
temples. But all these purify the soul
only after a long time, whereas the
soul becomes pure just by darshan of
the saints.

A man from the warrior
community of Kanthkot village
married off his daughter named
Manubai to a Meer from Sindh Desh
(Pakistan). Unfortunately, she was
widowed and came back to her
father’s place to stay. Her sisters-in-
law used to scold her, taunt her and
mock her, “Keep shut you widow.
You are a Muslim. What right have
you to answer us back?” These words
used to pierce her like an arrow but
she quietly tolerated everything. But
once her sisters-in-law crossed all
limits of decorum and their words hurt
her to the very core of her heart.
Unable to bear this torture she
decided to commit suicide. She
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THE COMPANY OF SAINTS IS THE PATH OF SALVATION

mixed poison in a bowl of water and
was just to drink it when a lady from
the neighborhood said, “Oh Manu!
Saints of the Swaminarayan
community have come. We are going
for their darshan. You may join us if
you wish.” She thought, “as it is |
want to die, at least let me perform
darshan of saints prior to dying.”
Thinking so, she placed the vessel
back and departed for performing
darshan.

Sadguru Muktanand Swami
had come there. In those times saints
never used to come in contact with
women, but used to speak to them
from afar. This lady bowed and then
folding her hands sat at a distance.
Muktanand Swami gave his
discourse. “It is very rare to attain a
human form in this world. It’s equal to
a Chintamani. Despite being gifted
with such a body which is desired by
even deities, as it is the source of
attaining salvation, if a human being
does not aim for his salvation and on
the contrary tries to commit suicide by
any means like consuming drugs,




-
poison or jumping into a well simply
because he/she is fed up of the
taunts and insults hurled at someone
by lowly men then there is no greater
sinner than him/her. He/she cannot
attain salvation by any means. And
he/she continues to be immersed for
infinite ages in this world in a vicious
cycle of life and death.” Therefore,
Lord Swaminarayan had ordered in
shikshapatri (shlok 14) that, “None
shall commit suicide even at place of
pilgrimage out of superstition, or out
of anger, frustration caused by some
unworthy behavior, or by consuming
poison, or by strangulation, or by
drowning.” Hence how much ever
one insults us, taunts us, ignores us
or speaks to us in bad language yet
we should never resort to suicide. We
should seek shelter in God or in
spiritual saints and divert ourselves to
the path of salvation. Muktanand
Swami said a lot of things of this type.
Hearing this, the lady had change of
heart and she said, “swamiji!, you
are like God himself. From today |
belong to the Swaminarayan sect.
Henceforth | shall chant
“Swaminarayan, Swaminarayan.”
Saying so she repeatedly bowed at
his feet and threw away the poison.
Then from that day onwards she
started chanting the name of
Swaminarayan while walkin
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drinking, working, sitting or sleeping.

This turned her enemies also into her

friends. In this way that lady was

purified by the darshan of Muktanand

Swami and was saved from death.

Then he departed with the message,

“cometogadhada.”

What is the Influence being
with company of saint, Lord
Swaminarayan himself said a story in
Vachanamrut (G.P.P-70) That,
Many thieves lived in a Village. One
of the thieves often kept the company
of a sadhu. Then one day, while the
thief was on his way to visit the sadhu,
a thorn pierced his foot. As a result,
his foot became swollen and he was
unable to accompany the other
thieves in a robbery. The other
thieves, who went to steal, broke into
a king’s treasury and escaped with a
great deal of money, which they
shared among themselves.
Naturally, a lot of money came their
side. On hearing this news, the
parents, wife, and relatives of the
thief who used to sit with the sadhu
and who was injured, scolded him:
“Because you went to the sadhu
instead of going to steal, we lost out
money. The thieves who did go to
steal returned with lots of money.”
Meanwhile, the king’s army arrived,
arrested all the thieves, and took
them away to be executed on a Shuli.
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The injured thief was also caught and
sentenced to execution. However, all
of the villagers and the sadhu stood
witness and said, “This particular
man was not involved in the theft as
he had been hurt by a thorn.” The
thiefwas thenreleased.

“In the same way, if a person
who practices satsang, were to face
the suffering of being executed on a
shuli, it would be reduced to the pain
of a mere thorn-pick. After all, | have
asked Ramanand Swami, “If your
satsangi is destined to suffer the
distress inflicted by the sting of one
scorpion, may the distress of the
stings of millions and millions of

N
scorpions occur at each and every
pore of my body, but no pain should
distress your satsangi. Moreover, if
the begging bowl is written in the
prarabdha (fate, destiny,doom) of
your satsangi, may that begging bowl
come to me, but your satsangi should
not suffer from the lack of food or
clothing. Please grant me these two
boons.” | asked this of Ramanand
Swami, and he happily granted it to
me.

Therefore, someone is willing
for salvation, should keep the
company of saints and good people
who are in the way of salvation.

- Swami Harivadan Das;ji-Bhuj
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